
Why not? One week without money 
August Sunday 14 to sunday 21 at Hof ter Hamme, Vollezele 
 

Experience the world like it is meant to be 

 
Money is a barrier. Between ourselves and others. Ourselves and our dreams. Ourselves and the 

world. Is it not scientifically proven that money is no more than an abstraction, an agreement, a social 

convention,… ? 
 

And a problem. A huge problem.  If literally all forms of natural, social, cultural and spiritual wealth 
disappear into the gash of an abstract and social agreement and come out inanimately as hard coins, 

wafer-thin paper and many intangible digital numbers, for the benefit of some grabby hands then… 

 
One awakes in the world of today. 

 
Many people try to avoid this pursuit of money and build alternative ways of living. 

 
So let‟s renew our commitments, to each other, the earth, the plants and animals, the air and water.  

If man could once dream about the present world, it must be possible to dream the world of 

tomorrow.  And realize it. 
From 14 to 21 August, we want to continue the love and power that characterized the last year‟s 

Permafest and build a temporarily eco village in Hof ter Hamme. 
 

Let‟s get a taste of what the world might be.  Feel free to bring your musical instrument, swimsuit, 

some seeds or plants, and especially yourself and your talents.  Leave your wallet and everything 
inside at home.  Except maybe the picture of your girl- or boyfriend 

 
During a large variety of workshops we build our own „ecovillage‟.  We‟ll build a windmill, bake bread, 

pamper the earth and ourselves, play, sing, sow, reap, make cheese, cook on a rocket stove, eat, 
laugh, meditate, cry, admire and learn from wise men and women. 

 
One week without money…   
Build our own community together…   
Return the land better than it was.   
Make sure you do what you like best. 
 
These are the 4 main ideas.  We start with nothing and build a community from scratch. 

From scratch?  Nothing is further from the truth!  We start from a marvellous location that invites us 

to build something beautiful. 
No beforehand set-up artificial village where you can come and live for a week.  Neither a ready-made 

Do-It-Yourself kit with a picture of the final result.  As an organisation we are too limited and we can‟t 
(or don‟t want to) organise and build everything in advance. 

We believe in combined power, knowledge and energy and want to get the best out of ourselves.  We 

want to build this eco village day after day, step by step, with the materials we provide all together 
and experience that money does not have to be the main motivation. 

 
Practical info 

 
During a large variety of workshops we build our own eco village, day by day.   

We start with making arrangements for our primary needs.  On the first day, we put up our own tents 
and build dry toilets, showers, communal kitchen and rocket stoves.  The material needed for the dry 

toilets and showers (wooden cubicles, pallets, buckets) is available.  Bowls, water bottles or solar 

shower are to be brought along. 
We will provide a large tent for the communal kitchen.  This kitchen will be set-up in the middle of the 

meadow.  Potable water is available through a tap near the farm. 



On the second day, 2 more large tents will be set up to provide shelter in case of rainy weather.  

There‟s another dry room in the barn.  Trestles and tabletops -or tables- and chairs are only available 

in limited numbers. 

 
 

 
We have 2 rocket stoves available but during the workshop on Sunday we‟ll build some more that you 
can take home afterwards.  If you have iron pipes or small iron barrels (20 to 30 l) please bring them 

along, as well as tools such as files, pairs of metal scissors, hammers, chisel, meter, marker, …  
Welding equipment is available.  

We will cook together on the rocket stoves and maybe on an open wood fire.  Do you have a big 

cooking pot that can turn black?  We can hang it on a tripod above the fire.  Chopping board, whisk, 
spoons, knives, bowls and your own tableware are to be brought along by yourself. 

 
We can pick vegetables at Plukrijp (www.plukrijp.be).  Our own 2 perma circles were only started this 

year so they are still growing.  We do not yet have fruit.  Extra vegetables are most welcome (keeping 
in mind the shelf life for the entire week) but we especially need dry food: grains, rice, pasta, oil, 

ptatoes, spices, salt, treacle,… .  

 
We bake bread in the oven house.  Bring flour, grains and yeast!  We do have dry wood for the bread 

oven.  On the principle of returning the land better than it was we will make new fresh wood bundles 
since we use wood that was provided for by others.  If possible, please take fresh wood with you (thin 

branches, trimmings of max. 4 cm diameter (thicker branches can be used for the rocket stoves) so 

that we have dry wood next year. 



 
 

There will be several workshops every day.  Who can teach us more about old crafts? (e.g. basket 

twining).  Can we experiment with primitive clay ovens (sawdust oven, paper oven) and bake clay 

pieces?  Anybody who knows more about this?  Can we dig up suitable clay ourselves? 
Do you want to share your knowledge with us?  Perform an experiment?  Narrate or show us 

something?  Let us know!  Click here! http://www.waarom-niet.be/workshop_registreren.php  
 
 

Workshops to expect: 
¶ Build rocket stoves 

¶ Work in the perma circles – take gardening tools 

¶ Yoga 

¶ Work with the scythe 

¶ Shiatsu-massage 

¶ Knitting 

¶ Build solar drying ovens 

¶ Build windmills 

¶ Permaculture in extreme climates 

¶ Make cheese 

¶ Community in freedom of come and go  

¶ Be creative with earth, clay, branches,…. 

¶ Herbs and processing, make balms 

¶ Make wood bundles for the bread oven 

¶ Quick composting 

¶ Natural pregnancy and birth 

¶ Securely climbing trees 

¶ The meaning of life 

 
Continously: 

 

“Seeds are naturally nomadic” This is the motto of the seed swap meets.  Pass your seeds.  Passed 
from hand to hand, they pass borders.   

http://www.waarom-niet.be/workshop_registreren.php


There will be an area dedicated to seed swapping. 

 

Also clothes and other stuff you want to give away can find a new owner 
here. 

We provide a solar drying oven where herbs can be dried.  
 

There is a splendid swimming pond on the inner 

courtyard so if you love swimming, don‟t forget your 
swimsuit! 

 
We love singing and dancing.  Musicians, take your 

instruments, singers oil your vocal cords.  We 
already heard of musicians who climb trees and play 

didgeridoo… 

Make sure you do what you enjoy most! 
 
 
 

 
 
What we want to avoid: 

 

¶ Non-ecological soaps and products 

¶ Commercial end products (like crisps, lemonades, …) 

¶ Cans and tins – remember the motto “return the land better than it was”.  We do not 

want to end up with a mountain of waste.  Did you still take packing, don‟t forget your 
refuse bag. 

¶ Use of electricity 

¶ Amplified music, noise, ... 

Attention, the organisation is not responsible for accidents. 

  

Accessibility: 

 
Address: Hof ter Hamme- Ninoofsesteenweg 148 - 1570 Vollezele – Mobile: 0479/29.90.09 
Pay attention, there is several roads called Ninoofsesteenweg.  Ours is the N255 between 

Denderwindeke (Ninove) and Vollezele (Galmaarden).  These 2 villages are ideal references. 
 



 
 

 
Accessibility by public transportation: 

Nearby railway stations are Ninove, Geraardsbergen, Tollembeek and Edingen (Enghien). 
Busses from Ninove: De Lijn 162 Ninove-Vollezele-Leerbeek. 

Busses from Geraardsbergen or Tollembeek: De Lijn 161 Geraardsbergen-Leerbeek (through 

Tollembeek) 
There is no direct line between Edingen and Vollezele (possible through Herne) 

With your own car:  
Coming from Ghent; follow the E40 until Aalst, then the N45 direction Ninove.  In Ninove take 

direction Denderwindeke (N255 Denderwindeke-Edingen) 

Coming from Brussels: take the N8 Dilbeek-Ninove.  In Ninove take direction Denderwindeke (N255 
Denderwindeke-Edingen) 

Coming from the south (A8), exit Edingen (Enghien), then N255 through Herne-Vollezele 

 

Hof ter Hamme 


